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	INTRODUCTION

	The purpose of an inspiration search is to introduce the students to how they can use a literature search to gain inspiration for their choice of topic and problem statement in connection with an academic assignment. 
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	ELEMENT 1: INSPIRATION SEARCH

	Learning objectives
	The objectives of this element are that:
· the students learn to work with unstructured search as a tool to collect search terms;
· the students test Quick’n’Dirty and Citation Pearl Growing as search methods;
· the students gain confidence in using the library catalogue, bibliotek.dk and Google Scholar as tools for an inspiration search.

	Duration
	This element contains 2 activities. Set aside approx. 2 hours in total.

	Handouts
	This element contains 2 handouts.
· Handout 1: Fact sheet on Inspiration search
· Handout 2: Broad, unfocused literature search (Inspiration search)

	Preparation
	Students may read:
· Where should you search?: http://studypedia.au.dk/en/literature-referencing/where-should-you-search/ 
Students must read:
· Handout 1: Fact sheet on Inspiration search
· On Quick’n’Dirty and Citation Pearl Growing at:  http://studypedia.au.dk/en/literature-referencing/how-should-you-search/ 

	ACTIVITIES
	DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES
	IMPORTANT POINTS FOR THE TEACHER

	Activity 1

Approx. 60 minutes 

	Individual work
1. Find relevant keywords for an assignment on one of the following topics:
· A description of war in the literature.
· Culture and national identity in a time of globalisation.
· Breach of good research practice.
· Social media and loneliness.
2. Use Quick’n’Dirty and Citation Pearl Growing and test the techniques in AU Library’s catalogue, bibliotek.dk and Google Scholar. 
3. Test truncation and phrase search (see “Tips and tricks for the literature search” in Studypedia). 
4. Use both Danish and English terms in your search.
5. Harvest inspiration for new searches from the concepts and keywords describing the retrieved posts. 
6. Fill in Handout 2 “Broad unfocused literature search (Inspiration search)”, on the basis of your searches.
	The point is to begin a literature search by concentrating on creating an overview of:
· the volume and nature of the literature on the topic;
· the concepts and words used to describe the literature.

The point is to learn to use some simple tools for navigating the general search resources.

For task 1, select one of the topics mentioned. The teacher may suggest their own topics instead.

The broad unfocused literature search is a useful tool in the process of writing a precise description of an information need. This process will often run parallel to the student’s clarification process when moving from a topic to a final problem statement.

It is a characteristic of the unfocused literature search that the student must focus on the volume and nature of the literature on a given topic, and not least on the concepts and keywords being used to describe the literature, rather than on actually finding relevant literature. For the same reason, this search type is also characterised by continuous testing and adaptation of search words and search terms, and focus is on compiling a list of relevant search words.

	Activity 2

Approx. 60 minutes
	1. Use your own topic as a basis for the same exercise as Task 1. 
2. Use Quick’n’Dirty and Citation Pearl Growing and test the techniques in AU Library’s catalogue, bibliotek.dk and Google Scholar. 
3. Test truncation and phrase search (see “Tips and tricks for the literature search” in Studypedia). 
4. Use both Danish and English search terms if this is relevant for your topic. 
5. Harvest inspiration for new searches from the concepts and keywords describing the retrieved posts.
6. Fill in Handout 2 “Broad unfocused literature search (Inspiration search)”, on the basis of your searches.
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	ELEMENT 2: USING REFERENCE WORKS

	Learning objectives
	The objectives of this element are that: 
· the students learn to work with reference works as tools to collect search terms;
· the students gain confidence in finding the correct reference works by using the library catalogue; the database list and the library’s subject guides.

	Duration
	This element contains 2 activities. Set aside approx. 90 minutes in total.

	Handouts
	This element contains 2 handouts.
· Handout 3: Using reference works (form 1)
· Handout 4: Using reference works (form 2)

	ACTIVITIES
	DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES
	IMPORTANT POINTS FOR THE TEACHER

	Activity 1 

Approx. 30 minutes
	Individual work
1. Get an overview of the topic concerned:
· Participant observation
2. Find two social science reference works. 
3. Compare the articles on participant observation, focusing on finding relevant search terms and suggestions for further reading. 
4. Compare to posts from Wikipedia. 
5. Search the topic in the Oxford Reference Online collection. 
6. Use Handout 3 “Using reference works (form 1)” to record your retrieved search terms.
	The purpose is to give the students the possibility to compare summary articles from peer-reviewed reference works and Wikipedia, for instance.

At the same time, it is important that the students discover the possibility of gaining access to a large number of trustworthy reference works from the Database list and Subject guides.

Wikipedia is a very useful tool for gaining a pre-understanding of a topic; and for gaining inspiration for further reading and literature search. However, in most cases, the students will also be able to find reference works in the library, which will provide them with an overview of a new topic, a list of key literature for further reading, and, not least, inspiration for good relevant search terms. Moreover, the reference works available in the library’s website are peer-reviewed and citable in an assignment context.

All the library’s reference works, encyclopaedias and dictionaries are available in the library catalogue. In the library website, the students will find a complete (searchable) list of all the library’s electronic information sources under Databases (to the right of the search field). A list of the best reference works within a specific topic is found in the Library’s Subject guides (to the right of the search field).

Please note: When searching our collections of reference works, e.g. Gale Virtual Reference, students will almost always retrieve relevant posts.

	
Activity 2

Approx. 60 minutes
	
Individual work
1. Use your own topic as a basis for the same exercise as Task 1. 
2. Find at least one article in a reference work on each of your sub-topics. Use the Subject guides to retrieve the works of reference. 
3. Write down the specialist terms and concepts you used for future literature search. 
4. Use Handout 4 “Using reference works (form 2)” to record your retrieved search terms (or proceed by filling out the handout from the first element). 
5. Select one or more titles from the literature list and conduct a citation-pearl-growing search (see:   http://studypedia.au.dk/en/literature-referencing/how-should-you-search/), focusing on finding recent publications on the same topic. 
6. Also try searching your own sub-topics (key concepts) in either Gale Virtual Reference Library or Oxford Reference Online.
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