Handout 1

Systematic literature search
Form

1. Problem statement
Write your problem statement

2. Structure the aspects included in your topic

Follow the description of the work using the search triangle under Search strategy
in Studypedia (http://studypedia.au.dk/en/literature-referencing/how-should-
you-search/):

Segetrekanten

Hovedemne

Fokuspunkt Afgr®nsende beagreb

Main topic

Focus point

Narrowing
concept

2a Example
Topic: Breach of good research practice

Main topic | senolarship, good practice

Focus point | groach of, malpractice

Narrowing
concepts Research, university



http://studypedia.au.dk/litteratursoegning/hvordan-soeger-du/)
http://studypedia.au.dk/litteratursoegning/hvordan-soeger-du/)
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3. Structure your search terms according to aspects

List the relevant search terms for the above aspects. Think of synonyms, specialist terms, different
spellings.

Use truncation symbols if you wish to broaden your search to include various forms of the same word
(particip* for participants, participation etc.). (See Tips and tricks for literature search in Studypedia).
Use guotation marks to search for several words in combination (e.g. “participant observation”).

Use Danish search terms if you are working with Danish research only — otherwise use English
search terms.

Main element Focus point Narrowing concept
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